
Minutes of the May 14, 2018 Executive Council Meeting 
 

The Executive Council convened for its dinner meeting at the Capital Grill in Chestnut 
Hill on May 14, 2018.  Attending were members Susan Briggs, Mark Callery, Gerard Doherty, 
Robert Driscoll, Richard Ehrlichman, Donald Hess, Pardon Kenney, William Mackey, David 
McAneny, Kevin McCarthy, Frederick Millham, and Marc Rubin, and Administrative Director 
Ms. Kristen Boyer.   

Dr. Callery called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  As always, the surgeons were 
punctual, and a sumptuous dinner ensued.  Naturally, this was a working dinner, dedicated to the 
topics below and to plans for the 2018-2019 season.  Dr. Callery extended his great appreciation 
to Ms. Boyer for her unwavering dedication to the Council and to the Boston Surgical Society. 

The Society has been working with Digital Artisans to enhance its internet presence.  Ms. 
Tracey Green, creative director, and Anthony Wilson, VP project management, provided a 
comprehensive review of the work that they have already conducted with Dr. Callery, along with 
the expertise of Dr. Jaisa Olasky, who attended this portion of the meeting as well.  We discussed 
the current state of the website and how it might be improved to provide a contemporary 
perspective of the BSS.  We hope to portray a collegial, convivial image of the Society, 
including presentation slides from meetings, photographs of events, pictures and biosketches of 
Council members, minutes and proceedings of meetings, archives of special events such as 
Bigelow Medal recipients and ceremonies, and an online publication of the "Red Book."  We 
decided to defer the production of a "Members Only" section until the fundamentals of the new 
web page are established.  The group discussed image schemes and colors to best capture the 
heritage and promise of our august Society.  Following formal presentations by the Digital 
Artisans representatives, the Council discussed and debated the merits and costs of the proposal.  
Dr. Callery moved for the acceptance of Digital Artisan's proposal and was seconded, and the 
Council unanimously voted to proceed with the construction of the new website.  Drs. Olasky 
and Callery will regularly meet with the Digital Artisans creative team and keep the Council 
posted on the progress of this exciting project that we anticipate will be functioning for the 2018-
2019 season. 

Dr. Callery next reported on the Northeast Surgical Meeting that was held in concert with 
the Philadelphia Academy of Surgery, the New York Surgical Society, and the Boston Surgical 
Society on Friday, April 27, 2018.  This had formerly been known as the "Tripartite" meeting.  
Dr. Callery recounted an outstanding program in the stunning Lincoln Memorial Room at the 
Union League of Philadelphia, featuring a strong attendance of at least 100 surgeons.  Dr. Henry 
Pitt welcomed the group, and resident surgeons from Cooper University Hospital, Thomas 
Jefferson University, Mainline Health, Fox Chase Cancer Center, Temple University Hospital, 
and the University of Pennsylvania provided scientific presentations.  Drs. Callery and Jennifer 
Tseng participated in debates with Dr. Pitt and Dr. Thomas Fahey regarding intraductal papillary 
mucinous neoplasms and resident work hours, respectively.  Dr. Benjamin Braslow and Dr. 
Richard "Larry" Whelan also argued the role of bowel resection in profound colitis caused by 
clostridium difficile.  Following an unforgettable reception and dinner in the historic setting, Dr. 
Clyde Barker regaled the audience with stories of “Philadelphia Surgeons: Famous, Infamous 
and Forgotten."  The Boston guests universally praised the event and eagerly anticipated 
matching the moment on our home court. 
 

The BSS Executive Council considered when we might host the Northeast Surgical 
Meeting.  Dr. Kenney proposed that we wait two more years before welcoming the Philadelphia 
and New York surgeons to Boston.  This should allow time to secure financial support and to 



develop proposals for a structured session.  (It is estimated that the meeting in Philadelphia was 
supported by about $15,000-$18,000 in external sponsorship.)  The New York Surgical Society 
had hosted the event at the Penn Club in 2017, and we hope that they may be able to do so again 
in 2019.  We believe that a meeting in Boston in two years will include Friday afternoon and 
evening programs but should not extend into the weekend.  The Council unanimously accepted 
the proposal to defer hosting the Northeast Surgical Meeting until 2020. 

The Council reviewed last year's successful meetings, as outlined in previous minutes.  It 
was stressed during the Treasurer’s Report that each meeting is actually subsidized by the 
Society's annual dues assets, in that dinner costs typically exceed generated revenue.  The 
Bigelow Medal presentation to Dr. Lenworth Jacobs was certainly a highlight of the 2017-2018 
season.  We also congratulated Dr. Donald Hess for coordinating the resident Case of the Year 
presentations.  He did an outstanding job, and we proposed that this remain a role for future Vice 
Presidents of the Society. 

Treasurer Marc Rubin provided a thorough review of the Society’s finances.  The 
combined assets in the checking and savings accounts are $68,682.78.  Revenues during the 
2017-2018 season were $77,050, of which $36,550 derived from member's dues and $40,500 
from dinner charges.  The expenses of dinners totaled $64,169.81, and additional expenses (tax 
preparation, mailings, certificates, various fees, travel reimbursements, Case of the Year prize 
money, deposits for future meetings, and striking the Bigelow Medal) were $19,852.34.  As a 
result, total expenses were $84,022.15, reflecting a net loss for the season of $6,972.15.  A 
discussion ensued about the scale of dinner costs and the number of attendees.  The Council 
considered the locations of meetings, again with a goal of reducing expenses as much as 
possible, as well as approaching industry representatives to gauge interest in sponsorship of 
meetings.  Of course, this will be a function of the presentation topics.  The Council has not yet 
countenanced industry support, but Treasurer Rubin will assess this prospect.  The Council 
engaged in a vigorous debate about increasing annual dues to $295.  After weighing this 
measure, the motion to raise dues was made and seconded.  The committee voted 8-4 to increase 
the dues for the upcoming 2018-2019 season.  The Council tabled consideration of an increase in 
the dinner charge; it will remain $100 per guest during the upcoming season. 

Dr. Briggs presented the Nominating Committee Report.  She and Drs. Kenney and 
Mackey proposed Dr. Richard Ehrlichman (Massachusetts General Hospital) for President-elect, 
Dr. Dimitry Nepomnayshy (Lahey Clinic Medical Center) for Vice President-elect, Dr. James 
Yoo (Tufts Medical Center) for Dinner Chairman, and Dr. Jennifer Tseng (Boston Medical 
Center) for Councilor, replacing Dr. Doherty.  No other nominations were entered, and a call for 
vote was offered and seconded.  The vote for all nominees carried unanimously, and these 
nominations will become effective as of the business meeting in December, 2018.  Current 
Officers include President Callery, Vice President Hess, President-elect Millham, Secretary 
McAneny, Treasurer Rubin, and Councilors Peter Burke, Doherty, Claire Cronin, Driscoll, and 
McCarthy.  The Council emphasized the importance of all officers being in good standing, and 
all nominees and current Officers certainly meet this standard.   

The Council entertained ideas for the 2018-2019 season.  When possible, the Society will 
continue to meet on the first Monday of the month.  We would also like to preserve the tradition 
of hosting the Annual Meeting and Presidential Address at the Harvard Club (on December 3, 
2018).  We shall likely have two events at the Double Tree Hotel on Soldiers Field Road, and 
two dinners at the Hyatt Regency Hotel on Memorial Drive in Cambridge, as both of those 
venues have previously been quite attractive and popular.  Potential speakers next season are 
John Halamka, MD, MS, the Chief Information Officer at BIDMC (informatics discussion on 
November 5, 2018), Vice-President Millham, who may moderate a program on acute care 



surgery centers, perhaps with George Velamahos, MD, PhD (February 4, 2019), Matthew J. 
Carty, MD, an expert in limb salvage techniques (March 4, 2019), and the two-year-old tradition 
of Case of the Year presentations by residents and fellows on April 1, 2019.  The Northeast 
Surgical Meeting will likely be in late April, 2019. 

This was a highly productive meeting, and the BSS Executive Council adjourned at 9:20 
pm, invigorated by the prospects of another successful season in 2018-2019.  
 

 
Respectfully submitted,  

 

         
 

David McAneny, MD 
 
 
 

Despite a cold, raw evening, 44 members and guests of the Boston Surgical Society 
braved the elements and gathered at the Boston-Cambridge Double Tree Hotel on November 5, 
2018 to open the 2018-2019 season.  Their warm spirit filled the room during a lovely reception, 
and President Mark Callery fondly reminisced that we had bestowed the Bigelow Medal upon 
Dr. Lenworth Jacobs just one year earlier in this same venue.  Dr. Callery also signaled a new era 
of the Society with a brief demonstration of its updated web page, a prelude to his Presidential 
Address in December.  All then enjoyed artisanal salad, roast chicken breast with truffle butter, 
seasonal vegetable medley and roasted fingerling potatoes, topped off with tasty peach and 
blueberry cobbler.  President Callery introduced his colleague and friend, Dr. John Halamka, 
Chief Information Officer at the Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center and International 
Healthcare Innovation Professor at Harvard Medical School.  Dr. Halamka engaged the audience 
with an energetic style that engendered lively interaction throughout the lecture, “What’s new in 
healthcare IT?”  He focused upon the value of information technology in challenges such as 
aging societies with greater longevity, lower birth rates, and increased mental health burdens, 
especially considering the global lack of physicians.  Dr. Halamka presented fascinating ideas 
about non-integrated IT systems and observations that can be drawn about cultures based upon 
data.  His concept of the future of medicine included: 1) Machine learning (e.g., a Google 
catalogue of millions of retinal scans); 2) the “Internet of Things” (interconnectivity of devices 
that measure health parameters such as weight, sleep habits, salt intake, and so much more); 3) 
Big Data/Interoperability (an ecosystem of innovation that enables data of the past to inform care 
of patients in the future); 4) Telemedicine and Telecare (with vast potential applications); and 5) 
Blockchain technology (the one-way mathematical transformation of data).  Dr. Halamka 
acknowledged that electronic medical records have so far posed considerable burden for little 
gain, although he believes that this investment will soon give way to bold opportunities and 
rewards.  The audience was thrilled by this self-proclaimed “virtualist” and eagerly looked 
forward to another exciting year for the Society. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 



 
 
        David McAneny, MD 
 
 
 

The Harvard Club of Boston (Back Bay) hosted the 103rd Annual Meeting of the Boston 
Surgical Society on December 3, 2018.  Seasonal garlands and poinsettias adorned Harvard Hall 
Foyer for the reception and welcomed 86 members and guests.  The mild evening belied the 
approaching winter, although it may have allowed exercise conducive to fitting into tuxedos for 
one more year.  The joyous group munched hors d’oeuvres (cremini mushrooms stuffed with 
roasted tomato, spinach, and parmesan cheese, sea scallops wrapped in apple wood smoked 
bacon, and mini-beef Wellington with mushroom duxelle in puff pastry) and sipped beverages 
before rushing to claim tables in Harvard Hall.  Between the bright fireplaces and beneath the 
Christmas trees, Dr. Mark Callery rose to the podium and called the meeting to order at 7:13 pm, 
formally greeting all and plotting the evening’s events.   

The chef rose to the occasion as well, serving Caprese salad with vine ripened tomatoes, 
fresh mozzarella, crispy shallots, and baby arugula.  The main feature included petite filet 
mignon, red wine demi-glace, and garlic grilled shrimp with smoked tomato butter.  For those 
who had not overindulged on appetizers, Tahitian vanilla crème brûlée and fresh berries 
remained to be devoured. 

As dessert cleared, President Callery provided a brief President’s Report that emphasized 
timely dues payment via the new web page, and he encouraged attendance at the Northeast 
Surgical Meeting in the Spring.  He then introduced Dr. David McAneny for the Secretary’s 
Report.  The Society boasted 385 members and eagerly anticipated the induction of 10 new 
members that night.  All stood to honor Drs. Christos A. Hasiotis and David J. Sugarbaker, both 
of whom had recently died.  Secretary McAneny also reviewed upcoming meetings during the 
Spring 2019 season, especially the popular Case of the Year presentations.  The following slate 
of candidates was approved with cheers that filled the hall, and there was no voice of dissent.         
  
Candidate  Institution  Subspecialty  Sponsors    
Cristina Carpio South Shore  Critical Care  Froio/Millham 
W. Darrin Clouse MGH   Vascular  Briggs/Lillemoe 
F. Thurston Drake BMC   General  McAneny/Tseng 
Scharukh Jalisi BIDMC  Otolaryngology Callery/Chaikof 
Benjamin James BIDMC  Surgical Oncology Callery/Chaikof 
Antonio Lassaletta Tufts   Thoracic  Cooper/Mackey 
Evangelos Messaris BIDMC  Colorectal  Callery/Chaikof 
Charles Parsons BIDMC  Critical Care  Callery/Cook 
Vivian Sanchez VA   General  Itani/Tseng 
Assad Taha  Lahey   Acute Care  Birkett/Brams 
 
 President-elect Frederick Millham ably substituted for Dr. Marc Rubin and provided the 
Treasurer’s Report, proving that this calling lies deep within his being.  He reviewed expenses 
for 2016-2017 ($69,905), 2017-2018 ($69,965), and the 2018-2019 season to date ($22,894), as 
opposed to income (member dues, contributions, and dinner fees) of $80,315, $79,800, and 



$23,790, respectively.  The Society’s assets total $82,615.  Dr. Millham posted names of those 
who had already modeled timely dues-paying etiquette for all to admire. 
 On behalf of the Nominating Committee, Chair Susan Briggs proposed Drs. Richard 
Ehrlichman (President-elect), Dmitry Nepomnayshy (Vice President), James Yoo (Dinner 
Chair), and Jennifer Tseng (Councilor).  All selections were loudly approved and unanimously 
accepted.  Dr. Briggs also expressed fond appreciation to Drs. Donald Hess and Peter Burke for 
their tremendous contributions to the Executive Council.     
 Dr. Hess dispatched the Vice President’s duties with characteristic grace and charm, 
introducing Dr. Callery for the Presidential Address, “Purpose and Pace.”  Dr. Callery first 
expressed gratitude to the Society and especially to his family, including his wife Angela and 
daughters Leah, Jacqueline, and Brooke.  Dr. Callery continued with typical modesty, asking 
“Why me” upon consideration of the giants who had preceded him in this office.  It soon became 
clear indeed why he stood at the podium.  President Callery posed a lighthearted question about 
which seven Boston Surgical Society presidential terms coincided with eight Red Sox World 
Series rings (see answers below) but then gave way to weightier reflections.  He invoked Jack 
Welch’s admonition to “Change, before you have to” in challenging the Society to keep pace 
with the times and, in fact, lead.  Recognizing that surgeons have so many competing demands 
and that habits of the past are often barriers to the future, our President urged members to engage 
the gears of change to preserve the heritage of the Society as they create its future.  Pace is 
predicated upon priorities, plans, and execution, while Purpose requires an embrace of change, 
adaptation, and reinvigoration.  A movie presentation shared an endearing story of Boston’s 
traditions, grit, heart, culture, and promise through the faces of heroes who have graced the city.  
Dr. Callery then led the audience on a tour of the rejuvenated web page that reveals the legacy 
and vibrancy of the Boston Surgical Society to the world.   
 Once the standing ovation had settled, Dr. Callery passed the gavel to Dr. Millham, who 
assumed the Presidency and adjourned the meeting at 8:50 pm, although many lingered in the 
historic hall for photos (including Angela Callery, Jacquie Callery and family friends), toasts, 
and the telling of tall tales. 
 
 
Vide supra: Seven surgeons had the good fortune to serve as Presidents of the Boston Surgical 
Society during the years when eight Boston Red Sox teams were victorious in the World Series.  
They were Drs. Frank Lahey (1912), George Monks (1915 and 1916), Charles Scudder (1918), 
Thomas O’Donnell (2004), Desmond Birkett (2007), Russell Nauta (2013), and Mark Callery 
(2018).   
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
        David McAneny, MD 
 


